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Research progress on the mechanism of DHA and EPA in alleviating insulin
resistance in adipose tissue

LEI Huimin'-2, YANG Zheng', LI Jiaoyang' , YANG Huidi '
(1. College of Basic Medical Sciences, Inner Mongolia Medical University, Hohhot 010100; 2. Graduate School of Inner Mongolia Medical University, Hohhot 010100)

Abstract Insulin resistance is important in obesity and other related metabolic diseases, with adipose tissue dysfunction
playing an important role. In recent years, docosahexaenoic acid (DHA) and eicosapentaenoic acid (EPA), the main
components of n-3 polyunsaturated fatty acids, have received extensive attention for their effects in alleviating insulin
resistance. Numerous studies have shown that DHA and EPA can regulate adipose tissue. This article provides a
comprehensive review of the mechanisms by which DHA and EPA alleviate insulin resistance in adipose tissue, focusing on
anti-inflammatory effects, lipid metabolism regulation, diabetic pathways, and gut microbiota interactions. The findings offer
theoretical foundations for further investigation into the molecular mechanisms involved in insulin resistance mitigation by
these compounds, establishing a theoretical basis for developing drugs targeting metabolic diseases using n-3 polyunsaturated
fatty acids.
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(docosahexaenoic acid, DHA; C22:6 n-3) A~k f./% R (eicosapentaenoic acid, EPA; C20:5 n-3) &
n-3 K52 AR IR o-ERRER AR P29, N n-3 Z AEAIAG B ER i) EAH i 4, HHZAN
FKHGAREA R L FIER, 5 MASLD HAREMIAEITHE /. DHA I EPA EZMNEEM ., VDT
o R0 0 25 A W R U 2R R ER B, BE AR B n-3 2R RN B R B T IR T i PR R .
HEAR N A BT ER AR . B ARTMEAR . R RAESEAE A, HK I DHA Al EPA X T 4% IR B
HEAEH. A, REZREAPTR . PUBAE AL BRI @S 18 WS JLN 7 2Rk DHA
AT EPA T W 2HZ IR AL .

1 BEIRERS IREIXER

1.1 fERRELRINEERERES IR

fEWT A AUThRERE RS & IR A1 T2DM [ B BEAE L b, AEMORZE N, MR dlgik AR B
gk, AT FEUR D RGE T IEE 20 RS BURE R 840 B R R . SORE S B3 n DA B2 g o
R HE, HAIIK IR, AL EARENSA, & —MEKRAN WS E, T2
FhUn e T AR, W R . ARECE . MUBIRSEIE T (tumor necrosis factor-a, TNF-a) FIHEHTZR S5
T R] - 7 R TR B SRR L JORE S B AN R R AR R R AR AR . AR WA R K = T UK W 4y
fRdeds, BMCREF S s (free fatty acid, FFA) , X%t FFA EMIEAIL h AR &, i3k — 5 n il
IRM, #FFEARBL, FIHAZRESLAEE T (human induced pluripotent stem cell, iPSC) #4 & fi/E # R
4t (microphysiological system, MPS) ZZARSMEAL, FRALBIALLNG U7 40 Mo . JH 248 B A A2 26 4 Wi 248
ZIEWAMEAER, KEARDAMRES SEE S IRBL, 841430 RE RS 2 38 ik 386 58 i 15 40 Ak
VG T R 145 W S 5 Jo 4H P #1360 Cextracellular vesicles, EV) B ZEEL, #MSHL ST IR. #
W, fEEARIREE SR C57BL/6) /N HI = EE A FFA KRS E RN, Fe i o i@ smel, xhw fgik
MR FR /N R BEAT 1 AR R T LU0 B AR B AH S FCUESE, 1 R R 7 2 SURE TR A R miR-222 S AE R F
S BRI 1 BIERIE, MmN AE B R B0 IR HERRTT. phAh, BERE/N R L8 2R I R R G
(ob/ob) /INER AN 2 2 AR B (db/db) NI EARMESEIEIT AR F, #iER 36 MREZER
i, #H—PMET IR REE, WHEMFREMHE, BRI ARFRZEREA G RHEEMNRITIELR
T RREMN T IR RO, —Ii4txt 94 HIRESREKT 25 kg/m? (¥ H A AR Lk 53 44 1 i AR 70 2
N, BEBTAZU IR Fa BT AR I 3R /K P BRI S ML 1 57 0 B DDA OG0, [, SR A R4
(sympathetic nervous system, SNS) izl ()3 55t 4% A N 2 REUEREA ¢ IR W — B ZALH . KW
SNS I E#E < FECE LR RaebitE, dt— DB IS H A D RekEB A IR, 7EAEREANAF, SNS T
FEIOE S8 2 B EARE (norepinephrine, NE) 23t hn, inf) NE EiLE LR REESSHES R
VEFXT B, 38 0 i 07 25 e R 60 2 B 2E B, IR T IR R AR,
1.2 BERAERSHMERENREIER

JHF R (0 4 B A Ui 45 T e 5 T 0 AL 2R 0 b 2 R I D IR CAnfIR IR 3R . RS AE R VIR JIREL
FORVE 20T LAY T R D 2B R O B0 A R AR IR BRI R T A ST RE RS 2 T BUIR I IR S
RLUTARAEIFIE, TEHG MASLD. 7E—Tilm RO FErh, KL 382 9. fFU1E 9~16 % Z[A[) MASLD #
AR, HMEH RICR KT S IR #8502 B3 A2, g sesb R B, FRICE Wl JT003 7E = fE
AT S MASLD /NS ES AT CCly 175 3 HFF AT AL /N AR wb, W] DLEGst IR 400 ) B &1 44k AT
SUIRANB TR AL, YD BT 7 AR L8y 5 8 22 W AN 5 38 0 2 TT LA AR MASLD /DN BRI AT R g oy A 4
FARE, BRARIME 8 KT, e R EACTERA, eath, B szt R I, A2 PSSR
AT DL 1) £E K R R 75 5 10 IE T E 3R 82 R 10 HepaRG 41 g i J5i AR 2N 4 0E R 1~ e iA 1M4,

JIgE 7 IR~ R 40 e TR A2 TR Y B LS I i LR 2 T AR BAE I R EE 54 1. LIU 2605100 4 J7 s
T PR B A N BRI SESN2 J: PRIt I8 /N BRAE A BF A0 4, RIS R C2C12 /N BB B4 VLA L 2 A Sy Ak o1
B, KIMBRIRIEECER EiH SESN2 HEEAMRIE, (R B MNEAG, 058 5 IR A 8 B Bl
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(AMP-activated protein kinase, AMPK) [FJiE P, 0o & 56 WL 5 %6 A1 A 30, O B % LI T 5 25
JRAIE . FERER L6 5 B ULAH M A7 bt i IR K 36 32 AR BBl %) ALY 688 235 s AMPK. ZTiffili A
1L C(acetyl-CoA carboxylase, ACC) Fil p38 %51 & (1K (p38 mitogen-activated protein
kinase, p38 MAPK) ¥, 555 27 bR ORI g T 1 B ik, o503 B 6 UL 400 P 1Pt 5 3% Uk 8. i
U T A B 9% PR 200 B R 7 AR B AT DA R B R AE ST, R A L R AR AR . 1R
BEAEREIAENKEREF (NS EER. A4 % Cinterleukin, IL) -6 1 ML A6 F 7D #0E
P38 MAPK @, 2= #AH G R RIE, o B 8 UL R A AR AR 8L, B %0125 8 J& 1/ B
HASI WA T IL-18 KT, 1L-10 A0, #0178 80 18 28 0 ) el 1
LA LB -1 1L-6, 78/ OB 30 R s AMPK, AT HE 58 7/ BB B UL (08 A R, ok
TR AT AL TR AT RE A 20,

JIE 7 2B 23 4 ) R U7 DXL - 0T R Y TR IR B 4 PR ) D R B R B R Ak . MR R EAN IR 2 S IR
ZUR UL BRI RAE R 1, FBURM B 40D RefE 3 A4 fud . BT RN], (EMMRANE A&
B MEPE IR S0 R C57BL/6J /B IR AL, R IR T DURE T LU o 0] o B AR o AR 2R, Db R iR
P ERE D 20437 1f) CD68 B Mgl i, 1 et IR, (Wi, o M ey AR A B A R s 2 SR ok)
(4 Wistar 2 5 7 40 it TE RS 38 o, ik A R AR M 2E 23 190 2 M 0 i D1 34 o 221,

JE W AL 2350 W R M AR IE I s S5 o WA RN AR T 30, A S A S A B MG B
PAN 5123150 S 7E AR /IS 5RO 17 40 2 36 B A s A4, miRNA-34a IR IE /KPS 3 Fh iy, Ll i 1)
Krippel F:FE T 4, #0fi] M2 2 S g 4u it ib, (et M1 29 SR an it Ak, n sl iE i 423 9 hE . Ak,
ShUAATT CLAE R T I . LSS 23rh 2 s HE AR . B B BuAC 5 2 Ml R . BF 70 N 2 IE R B
A miR-141-3p FRAR A IE W /N SRR SN A, FFAEHT T/ B AMLL2 B4R, 3L RE 5 41 1 JH- 40
(O 5 R U ME RV AT PR, A IR RAEPA. M IR M 3R /0N BRI i 1 2H 2 P 4 ) b il A A
HIF C2C12 W4 AT AMLL2 JHEAHM, R B0 AMLL2 40 A HhHJeh = AR 58 00400 460 B 8 E et 2 38
C2C12 4 i 7l 2 H £ B sk 2, 3 B BB R 2% 40 I A i A JB e #5 45 K 2 1) miRNA FIEE 5, 15 &
B JULRD PR 2 (e AR Th B, 55 Tl ol % 3 0B R i AR 14 230,

2 DHA F EPA EfZ IR g9

2.1 HiR{ER

RAE IR WEIZEFHZ —& RN F=4, BRI 4277 A 1) 408 R 7 RS 7 4 B R 7 i 9 =55 %%
i J52 J8E T 500 g B 2 AR F O AR, 20 R T 5 A B O AR A EAE N EE IR. DHA AT EPA 2 2
W 2 A0 G 2 i 5 70 28], BF 9280, DHA A1 EPA A% 8 0% /N U T4 G B AHELZ 4k 120
(G-protein-poupled receptor 120, GPR120) Hlidt & {1k ¥ iy 1 3 5 V) 0% 2 44 v (peroxisome proliferator-
activated receptor 7y, PPARy) B, /b 28R KT 153, HrA12E DHA TR/ 98 0E J5 TH % B 58 58
IRCRERTT, DHA FT EPA B3N 7 H R 4B 7 IL-10 B2 4, b 200 o 8L, fE I ke o, 12
fil 25~45 & S5 PG B AR BE L VEAERESZ 1A n-3 Z AR ER (3.5g EPA Al 1.75g DHA) [T Fil)=,
B0 T AN MR A L AN MR R T RERR RS, JRRRAR TR R UM 7 IL-1p A1 IL-6 fyRIAL, k4t
DHA Fll EPA i& 2 & ks M AOE W IE /i (specialized pro-resolving mediators, SPMs) [{JJE#), X
e ) SPMsBY, iy iR & (resolvins, Rvs) . {72 (protectins, PDs) FIWEiH & (maresins,
MaRs) #Ef8 RKIFRR BT RAEH . SPMs i ey B B I 1 3 3 o s L R a2k SRRV AR, T/ 3 ZH Y
BESEE, FRAMEALFEB, PAL EBAEE X EPA fTAEMNIEMEDI RN FMIBER EL £1K
B FIEME (diet-induced obesity, DIO) /RS R (1 8F 58 & B, Hd L ¥#iE ERV1/ChemR23 57 {4 fE
i 5 35 TR ) R BURAME RN A AR T 32 M. 7E DIO /N A R I MaR1 mT RLsk /b 1 €8 iR 7 4 2R A 2 & P ML
B B b &Y Cdllec M E &, X TNF-o. IL-1p. 4% 40 0 # 1k 2 9 -1 ( monocyte
chemoattractant protein-1, MCP-1) ik, Jf Hi# &M%z 8H 4 (glucose transporter protein type-
4, GLUT4) FIIREXF MR 7E ob/ob /MR o MaR1 1] DU AR BA K )R8, XK MaR1 7 fgil id
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VAT RREAS S Im S, ot AR R /N SRR B B R IR i 2 4 98 0 S B B3
22 PEEREMAHETD

AMPK 2 — i 17 g & T8 00 8 LN, AR IR A 5 B i TR A S T 4 P R 4 BB
Ho %4 AMPK #BGEI, ERefEsE GLUTA Shhr. smeRiifk [ 0, I 30 ) fE [ I 0 g 17 2 45 K o
YANG Z:B47E 3T3-L1 fRfidifu s &K B, DHA 7 LS8 AMPK B2 1b (0 770 & 40 s 1t 36 s 7
C57BL/6J /N H A B DHA I 3E AMPK S0 P Jo 9 82, i 2 3 g s iR 85 31 IR
%, AMPK &1 L5 5 EPA (30 g i 4> @ 4FE . LORENTE-CEBRIAN Z£BSI7E JFAX K g i 41 Al A1
3T3-L1 M4 4l i AMPK 305 77 5-2 3 K e -4- F ik - 1-B-D- A% BE WK IR AZ iR, K3 EPA FI40
HIHE T 23 A o, A AMPK F0I504L &4 C 1, EPA FIIH g 5 20 il 18 F i BEL W,  EPA i g
i ) B R U PE IS B (hormone-sensitive lipase, HSL) 7E 42 % #2-565 17 /S HIEIRAL, W8/0 BRI 43
fifto TERLARIRINANFE S R DHA TR, R0 025 BRI H Ih = Fe A [ B ) & &, 390 AMPK [ 8
FRALIKSF, R A AR Eel, 4k, MaR1 AT LA N ob/ob /SR A iR i 414U R & 3% B (protein
kinase B, AKT) 1 AMPK [{Ife ik, 03 s 2 Ul SR, s Rk B +EPA/DHA 1Al ME (1) /18 B
o, BRI IL-6 B2 S, EPA TR SRR IAE ek Es, AN RN AL AMPK/ISTATS 15
SR E RS, KW EPA X R H A2 EL 1 TR A T UL Y 1L-6 76 i i 1 4 A 51 0
1) AMPK/STAT3 15 518 fg 71,

DHA A1 EPA XJJIg it AU AH G L Rt G = /EH . DHA F1 EPA mT DL ™ I 7 40 i o (1) I8 ot &
BRI i B, R SEBEIYE 3T3-L1 AR gn i R LA R EE DHA A1 EPA HREIE I H i = Fa &
Wy EEIKEM DHA R EPA R L URME MR B A RO GBS R, an [ B T oS5 & 1c Csterol
regulatory element-binding protein 1c, SREBP-1¢) . ACC Flfg[iiliZ & (fatty acid synthase, FASN) [
Fik, Hrh DHA MBCRFENEE . A, FIKE DHA F1 EPA XJREBRMK AR I 0 ARS8, 0 HSL
ik, /> FRA IR, Mtk IR. BAKONDI 2B EPA 4bFH 3T3-L1 figWi4ufunt, &I
AR, MR AR EE WD . b, WECEIRANE DHA R LARRAR /N BR R i s 28 23 e g s 40
(P35 K /0N, S0 E 107 7 A B2 DR HSL ARG 107 =8t Hr vt JIE 7 % Cadipose triglyceride lipase, ATGL) )%
ik, JEHE 0 AR R AR AL R K] PR R ML R #4 RS B 1A Ccarnitine palmitoyltransferaselA, CPT1A) Al
il A 1L 1 Cacyl-CoA oxidase, ACOX1) MUk, I/ g iy 40 e i) g B f L1401, 7RIl PRAE 7T+
REYES-BARRERA Z:14 36 {7 fe B 521X 99 N S256, 3 FH 1046 10 77 s Air i 2480, I8 i A6 3k X
FL 7 R R M A U0 5% 0 AR A B T AR B AT 24k, 45 B R DHA R EPA RS FETH IR IR KT,
BRI 2K, o e 5 2 ot 0 A T B AR
23 BEAPEDEESER

n-3 £ RN IS I B2 T LLE 9 GPR120 A1 PPARYy 4 5h 74 338 JIE W A= R LA K% % %7 08 1) 456 R 1 1
OO R R BURME . GPR120 2 5 Z M B KA A B FE, WobEARAR A . 2R Al A AR .
GPR120 i & vl LAJS s iR & A5 5 @ B b (0 e 20 1, VR I 0 40 A 10 Jo % R Uk [42), PPARY 2
ZARBR RN — 01, RMEWiIER. FEARARW . 15 8 3 BURPE R 2O R MY R TR . AR
KW, EEVEIAR T GPR120 milk (MKO) /RS HE Uy 40 i ds =7 % GPR120 mikk (AKO) /MR
H, GPR120 wli@ it EWEdn i RIEPLRMER, RIS PPARy JL[AIFE & & R EURMHEM, —TUN 12
JE A R ot P JE R U E BE AL BRI R I, DHA B EPA T LIRS ISR KF, o E i S & UK
P44, SONG %5SIH AN [ 7 & 1) DHA. EPA FI PPARy #1171 GW9662 4b# 3T3-L1 g4, KM
DHA Fl EPA RefgiEil s PPARy K HBERIL/KFY, LIARBCERERFIL, SCEMESRBUEM. YANG
SEPTRIA 4 J R MEYE CETBLIGI /MR (48 TH IR 720 1% 2%. 4% DHA 5 EPA I mifiEE R IR
BEAL) F0 3T3-L1 Hi IG5 40 f #EAT 1R N SR 3e A& AR SES, &3 DHA AT LLE #l L B0E GPR120 Al
PPARy SCGE R 4H MUY IR, EPA B ¥#7% PPARy B ENGE R AALK IR, DHA [TBE/EF b EPA
AR HoAth 23 R BLAE AR 07 40 B A B g 4 B L s R B8 ok, DHA JEid GPR120 1 PPARy {5 5 il
MBS B LGE ST A IRMS], SRTT GRIGOROVA ZWIHF 8 T 52 MR 4w, 8 60
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umol/L DHA FIEF A ER X+ 3T3-L1 Aif i i 40 M i3k A7 b ¥, R I DHA J@ i #| GPR120 il PPARy SR %
3 I AR A 0 AR B Ao AR R T RE B . PPN S SRt Al — DR, fERECAE T A, 60
umol/L DHA 4bBE W] 2 35 N i PPARy ik, i JIg BT AR 28 0014 %5 4l $5 B 23 Jnll BEAIK 56%F1 44%; 17 78 Jil 34
e i 4 o, PPARy RIATLWI B g2, DHA i {2 ik fig i s 7 U8, th4h, MARTINS D910
NARTEY Z0Oaff 5 BiE S EPA AT 4MH] 3T3-L1 A8 W7 40 i 70tk FORE G 25 ik, (EHLEIE FTARRE, #i&
NN EPA 5 DHA @i #i#i] PPARy-CIDEC @ EA/EH, J&3# WA EPA 2@ 1T 55 PPARy & E.
BTG B O AR R A IE-2 5 S BB CR S . Sk, A D R Y S, 4T B
DHA F1 EPA 7 GPR120 Al PPARy 15 538 4% b (97 FHHLH]

DHA F1 EPA i G838 i 0% i 15 2 524464 Cinsulin receptor substrate, IRS) i i Bt JUL I - 3- 184 il
(phosphatidylinositol 3-kinase, PI3K) I AKT &5 5CH(E T, MBS REURME. E4RN, KRS
REB B R ZEEG R AR, BOSER ARSI . SR IRS 5 IS PISK, PI3K fi#
b1 G Bk LS -4,5- W82 (phosphatidylinositol-4,5-bisphosphate, PIP2) %% 1k ik fi ik AILIE-3,4,5- =
% (phosphatidylinositol-3,4,5-trisphosphate, PIP3) , PIP3 ¥ AKT ZLAEF|JH I, W3-l UL A abi bk
F A BEs-1 (3-phosphoinositide-dependent protein kinase 1, PDK1) A EINE XL EAEZSY
2 (mammlian target of rapamycin complex 2, mMTORC2) FRAL IF %, 1 il B AL A 15T 4H 23 v 1) 4% e
SR, TR R BEL ARG A 2R 5] R R R AR ) A AR, A gk R A R A A B
AW =FeEae B . WEARY, 7EAME DHAJEPA AR 4 A HEPE 129;C57BL/6 TR & 1AL 15 &
JINERAR PN DL R A AN [ 96 FE () DHAVEPA AR 3T3-L1 4ifie b, 39 % B4 W H 345 1) DHAJEPA fEf%
X (R R R I R A R W BRI AL 1& 1, BB 23t DHA F1 EPA BT PISK/IAKT {553l i, ¢ 30 71 45 4 5%
BB, 7F 3T3-L1 ®i g 4n e b & B DHA A1 EPA 88 LRI B M 5 5123 AKT iRk, 30
SRR R R GLUT4 Bt A, i A BEMXILE T 2 (vesicle-associated
membrane protein 2, VAMP2) [J3RiA, {RitFEE5 MR Mah s, e IRPA. i H MRk
AR fat-1 R/, RIVHWNIEMEA K n-3 ZAMAEIERE IR 158005, W55 7R A2+
W tF B 45 & S B AL 45 M FE 2 16 8 1 3 (nucleotide-binding oligomerization domain-containing-like
receptor protein 3, NLRP3) # /MRS, FEH0d 7 IL-18 3. 7E 3T3-L1 Bifiaidn ey, =k
7S AL E A EAE A& A (thioredoxin-interacting protein, TXNIP) ik 3% NLRP3 # 14/
&, n-3 ZAMARE B FEE R DHA @il PISK/AKT @ T TXNIP RiA K E X —id
FE3,

2.4 FEEREAT

i T T T S AR P e LA R AR AR R, R R MU E i B LR 0. e R
HH IRV R T I R AN A S R DA % 2 ANV R B U B R T 0 R R AL R A S RIS e, T AN R
P AR BFFCRBL, MR n-3 Z2 AN AR U7 BR B3 BE 5 N AR P 1 18 5 1) 3 & R FE S IE AR 2 BB,
B n-3 Z AR U R T DA B2 A R B R 2 R AR RO, ZHANG 50T £ FEUP HL 45 A E /N
BRHR R I -3 22 ANURLURN R B IR T o U R T 1 i T R R T

WA R DHA 1 EPA AL NP4 85 IE Wi lR (short chain fatty acids, SCFAs) K4+
B, Rk IR KA k-1 (glucagon-like peptide, GLP-1) K43k, OE S RA5 S@EK, Wb4H
PEJRRE, o3RS R HURMEDE, B, fEE R IE S SRR B B DHA R EPA, KRB
B YR AL R AT W KX e SCFAs AR ) F= A, [FIRHR/AIE 2 8% (lipopolysaccharide, LPS) =4
B E R, IR TR R, i GLUTA Al AKT BERRIL/KF, Mo i R 8UR kB, BALB/c /)
B B A T A FEFI R n-3 Z A WAEHER (30 mg. 60 mg 190 mg) , KILA[FFIE K n-3 £ A1
R 0 T ot i T R R R g D IR S e AEAE 3 2 S, TR (60 mg AT 90 mg) AR 7 R AL TR
& (30 mg) [0, pk4h, HErE C57BL6I AERE/N R4S A4 T & & n-3 Z A MURUIR BT ER AR TR & IR i
BERELL 11%) FF@EEAEIRE, KRIES n-3 ZAMAARITRR IR & CIRIHERELL 11%) AEisIY
IS A B T, IR RAAR R T, TR T MR AR, BRAIK IL-18 3RIA, SR =
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IR,

3 HERERE

IR. T2DM. MASLD %52 FiAX W 14 AH 5 0 & A= 1) 55 B2 475 [R) 2 — 72 IR 10 4 10 0o 8 3 AR B 2
K, B KEPFFIESE DHA il EPA fEZ5f# IR J7 i A EEAEMH, (HH BN 51 HLH AR N
MU G E 2Pk . &, DHA F1 EPA PIMERAMLEIBEA EE XA 257, HEX Z#H 5 R S Sl
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