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Research progress on role of glial cell polarization and interaction in major
depressive disorder

SUN Nan', CHU Haolin', TANG Qin' -2, CHANG Hongsheng' ™

(1. School of Chinese Materia Medica, Beijing University of Chinese Medicine, Beijing 102488, China;2. Department of Pharmacy, The Second
Affiliated Hospital of CUHK-Shenzhen & Shenzhen Longgang District People's Hospital, Shenzhen 518172)

Abstract Major depressive disorder (MDD) is a highly disabling and frequently recurrent mental disorder with a complex
pathophysiology. Several hypotheses, including monoaminergic neurotransmitter imbalance, neuroinflammation, and impaired
neuroplasticity, have been proposed; however, none of these fully elucidates the underlying mechanisms of MDD. Recent
research has increasingly highlighted the roles of astrocytes and microglia in the central nervous system. Evidence suggests
that these glial cells contribute to the pathogenesis and progression of MDD by regulating neurotransmitters,
neuroinflammatory processes, synaptic plasticity, and blood-brain barrier function. This review summarizes the impact of
astrocytes, microglia, and their bidirectional interactions on the development and course of MDD. By investigating the roles
of these glial cells and their intercellular communication in MDD pathogenesis, we aim to identify potential therapeutic
targets, thereby advancing the development of novel antidepressant strategies and promoting more effective treatment
approaches
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nervous system, CNS) Ihfg V5, ik KM fa /R k45 B 2R F . /I o0 200 P A DM v 3 B 1) e 2
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Figure 1 Effects of astrocytes, microglia and their crosstalk on MDD
1 MDD WHI&RmI A E

MDD & — Fift e B St S5 P RS AR 0, I8 FG N ROAEIR AR AE 93 DR R0 AR e 2 B I £ RE RO,
MDD RFAE & & /b — PR FF 5 4 A B I ) F) B FCIAR A 1, BRI RIS BE R B 15 48 45 A PRI
Ve DUBEIFER, REWMBA TSk K AT e AU MDD 78 Ml 48 23 e i AL 0 O 4
w, WAMRERY, KMALKKALS MDD BARIRIF RN A . ROR A6 . JUIMAR 2554
K, WHRARAEE K MDD & H R TP EME, TR RO EEE B MDD i3 R L] &
oA, BeAh, B AMUET A RR MR B R ke MDD B E RN AT AR AR R B X
RAE B TR 24 Ji5 3 R ROR A B 5 B4,

2 BEEKFR4ARS MDD

STV 5T 4 Y A — B R T = N R BUIR s 2 AN M . RS o A N R, AR AP A
@, £ CNS 4R i &5 il A 20%~50% AN 25000, B9 i ot 40 B B 4k 47 CNS O faSiThee, H
% 5 i i 57 - (blood-brain barrier, BBB) . NS LUEE . i B 8 A 1b M
B NPT AtREE . TS RIE KA R AT S 2 P A SRR, /&2 CNS IE® ThREA T 5k
B A R R 4 112, 2 CNS A2 Ek R AR R AR, SR R 5 AN A AT R D S I R T R R 4
L, Fo ot AL BRI AR R R T A2 LR TER AN . AL R TR 4 i
TR B /0N B2 o 20 MRS JECRMA Clg 414> Ccomplement clqg, Clq) . EH4HMISr2-1a Cinterleukin-lo, IL-
lo) FIMRIIRFEH T-o (tumor necrosis factor-a, TNF-a) #SIER. AL BUE BB 5 40 M3 2k 1 %
B0 KA SCRFRIELERE S, MR, SR E oD SR AN AT T K R i g
R RN A2 B, miGer) A2 B R RN g e B R R RER, R
W EE TR FACE. MHSERET E1HES ML @ Rilg oM RE R, Kk, MDD
I3 B 57 2 AN [7) Th 56 A2 2 1 J57 40 B 1780 00 1) 2 10
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21 ALBEREKRHAMS MDD

MDD 5 Al B BT 4% UIAE G, — Lehu AR 254 R FE UM ARAE A 3 2 #i ik AL B R %
J2 I A PTG A o 7R TN o 2 (403 S ) S B S AT TR IR RS B (chronic unpredictable mild stress
CUMS) HIAR/INRAERY, BRI AR MBS T 0] AL YR T8 5 4 B 36 1 2 /N R AR . [FIB, &
A AR ISIIG R 7 B TNF-o/ IR SR FE K 15244 1 (tumor necrosis factor receptor 1, TNFR1) 15 5 il B
T AL B TR A M8 I A 5 R SO IR R . DL R AR, AL B R TR A i 4
DIRAPARAE . H AT T AL BB TR it 40 e 2 S5 AIE B 5T = AR TR T & RORE . A BBB Jilfi .

AL BRI 540 R ORI R R R A0, R R E R T H4E % -6 Cinterleukin-6,
IL-6) . TNF FIHAhR & 40 E 7, FEUNRIVAAEAT A, I8 il o i b A2 0% 10 JoT 240 R A A= 1 248
HNEEVIERE T MDD R b R YR A A O B AT, BUE A FTUE R, @i M NOD A2k #vER
H 45 M)A < 5 3 (nod-liker-eceptor family pyrin domain-containing protein 3, NLRP3) # i /MA,
> AL Y B TY IR A0 B BB R D B AR AR AT g D28,

BBB X KW HA MR EM, W2 MR RN EHIae R A, Mo%#H A BBB iR
5 MDD JERAHIG, @t X MDD ARSI R B, L o 4 i o 4 B AR A 45 A BR ) S100B
EREWN, Ui MDD &3 BBB fA{EThAEMRIGI), BBB J& B K P B 40 . R 40 i R B T R R 4
MOZH R, B ARG M h A S A E BRI, FEPT T 98% (1) /N o3 - A A4 ik N K I 52 S5 1) 1)
Rel0, AL BT AN MR AR I IL-6 23 0 R AR 5 % R BE -1 (zonula occludens-1, ZO-1) %
FIEE A, R BBB [IRE S HEThRE, 1L-6 323 2 KM s i, 31 51 &2/ B AR FEAT Ay 1222,

22 A2BERKRMAMS MDD

A2 BIEJERITAH AT 0. A R RIS R 5SCRER, H AT LVA %% MDD JiF
AR, WEEAMARE AR o BRI 552 5 (280 R 08 A R 00 £ 2 7 9 2 ST K AR AR Y, R IR ST R T
Al FEAT A% D2 & fF (prostaglandin d2 synthase, PK2) , {2325 bR B S B o & 24k 1
(corticotropin releasing hormone receptor 1, PKR1) FI{ & I [l 57 Jii i 2 B il &= 52 4k 2 (corticotropin
releasing hormone receptor 2, PKR2) HIZik, Ji#us A2 TEIERRAIM, M ScEMasiEiR. A2
T 5 0 44 o o 1 R A S R S LA R M 2 R AR EE M. IR A RO . B &8 R T KR
BRI R T RE, AT S D ARIE -

WL R, RIRAR (kynurenine, KYH) ml@ T AW o7 HHAK AL 2 B JHA% 52 & (a7 nicotinic
acetylcholine receptor, a7nAChR) /#%[A ¥ B (nuclear factor kappa-light-chain-enhancer of activated B
cells, NF-xB) {554k, 0 A2 B4R RRANMA pl, B3N A2 24 5 1 fice Jii 40 i 2 1 5 R R %
BE AR R, MY 5R T A ZUR A B (I 1k 2 fi 18] R 28 SRR G FA 24, e iod it 2 OB 0 A 1) i 48
B

o1 22 7 TR o K o) o 2 24 i o SRR R B, L A 8 R DR T R e
B 7= A7 (brain-derived neurotrophic factor, BDNF) . ##£ I Ji 5 I # 475 75 K 7 (glial cell line-
derived neurotrophic factor, GDNF) . ¥ 5 25 4 41 is 4 K K -7 C(basic fibroblast growth factor,
BFGF) , #£ MDD bl b 3 ik & 3R 7 & &1 R P, BTN, BDNF 7K 5 K 22
i ARG VI, il 2 2 Tl B% A DA Dy 02 22l 2R 4t () R B 2 B 7, BDNF 23 520 Hh fixi 14 2% %
E2 i % ) ph 22 W 9B, g — DR ROR AR TS S R R U, KT S, BDNF 5 [ 1 PR Rk
BeZ A%, LI P T B A b SR A DG 11 DK i DX S 5k 5 Rl P R e, AT 5 AR 120

3 /MK S MDD

AN 240 e — RS R T DR B B O SR R AR A A B A, e IR B I RE P PESE T AR, M
IR BRIE T A0 S A 454 s el ok B 5330 WA a RAE, &2 54 R fhn] 2
PR, R R 4 98 AE R SR B BN TR /0N B 5 40 6 2 1) 48 S I0RE 0 ML 2R/ 2 o 4 Pl 5 s 2
M2 R/ 5T 4 A A ARA o 5 /NS A e AL R R RO B R, ST AR ) miR-9-5p Ak
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WA CUMS. A2 9IS7 J HoAth a4 35 o] e S BUNR TR ML A4 . 24 /0N I 5T 48 i 42 fi {12
RIEK F y-T#Z Cinterferon-y, IFN-y) . JiEZ # C(lipopolysaccharide, LPS) I, H IFN-y 324k
1/2. toll #£324%& 4 (Toll-like receptor 4, TLR4) #EuE, #t—PWiE NF-xB. 15 5 % AL S B0E H
T 1, /NRFEMGEN IS TEEOE 7 RS, BRI M1 B R AR AR RES0) R Ak i ML BRI S5 4 4
BEBUR RAER T (TNF-a IL-6) B 7. A 5 5> 7 55 DA R FEAM IR S5 44, FEkdik T 41
Wi, PEAGE RN MBRERTAMEANR-4 Ginterleukin-4, 1L-4) . A %-13 Cinterleukin-13,
IL-13) SFHARE 7B, /MR M2 B, RIEGEWRMME A REMALSIEE S FH AR )
BE. UbAk, M2 BN 5 20 O BEE R HT 28 IR T BB R T, kAR 4 8 e B33,

3.1 M1 EUMRRYABE S MDD

M1 BN 4H M 2 i e MDD M EZE R F 2 —, & 7R, MDD B A& B0
B S R G R iE E AR S AR T S, UL MDD B N 2 2R N R B A C AR AL R ML
B, HAE CUMS #AS/N BB ML B /) fig ot 0 it 5 0 & 55 3 34381, ) i AH DG FEUE B, 40 ML
T /N Jiz o 4T B TS Ak R A 200508 AN R S0 (1 1 R 77 5 BT SO i R 12T

FREE 98 RE 2 FARAE (1) BERFAE 2 —, 28 CUMS B 19 ML B4/ 5 5 40 g 1 Wk 52 B0 1), L2800 4
el S BUG 4 (reactive oxygen species, ROS) Bt 5 BN, #F— B #0E NLRP3 4 1 /MAk
Mg, PAERER T AWM ER-1p Cinterleukin-1B, IL-1p) « TNF-a. IL-6 %5, &< #uH LM R & &
H -1 Ccaspase-1) , MOJEIFHEE RAE . [FIIF, B 20 B 1 2 fili HPA Bl THCSE 2 11 0% Kz it i
2, MEE D IR S AR RERT,

M1 RU/NR 40 5 20 MDD & 5 K 5-32 i (5-hydroxytryptamine, 5-HT) K 73 % & AH
Ko RIEMF CIL-1B. TNF-a. IL-6) £ ¥ KYH &% i IR B — M) e i 2,3- %00 & i 1
(indoleamine 2,3-dioxygenase 1, IDO1) , S 5-HT &g/, R, ALK M1 BN R 5 240 i if >
BHCRE MBI, T arai &= L Bl B s 2 4:Thie, BRI 5-HT M oigtt. b, &
WRE EL G IDOL, (HMEMRIR & &3 m, Ht— D ¥sh N-FE-D-KARKR 2 (n-methyl-d-aspartate
receptor, NMDAR) , FHUKMK 42 288 & &2k 2074, #5170 51 A HMARFERR 0L

BOFTWE SRR, MR RAMTT LS MDD JERAE O, 1E K 7RI AR A 562 55 kL A7 5
AR AR AR AL wpr, B 0082 /0N P b 20 8 M mT 98 4 A2 5 1. ML BRI 5 440 i U g B it 2 5 b £ %
fl AT SAPE R MDD JE R, ML Y /N 5T 240 OB TR RAE XL IL-1B A TNF-o0 REFEAG o-28 5 -3-F4 5 -5-
3L -4- S EE I8 TH R ( o-amino-3-hydroxy-5-methyl-4-isoxazolepropionic acid, AMPA) % {4 filf fig 1k 7K
F, > NMDA Fl AMPA B2 LR IA A& 1M, W T 453 55 JOAIRE Hh o 28 5 fik ] 98 A (1) K BT A 3
542l
3.2 M2 BN R 4MBE 5 MDD

M2 BN BT AEVR ST MDD RORAERRAER o WEFTIERT, —SSHHERA Y, WPt R B
(salvianolic acid B) FlAt#%%IEd (pioglitazone) , & i ik e #k AR IE /N B /IR o 4 i [y M2 B &%
th, BB A ERES 1 (arginase-1, Arg-1) . A4/ 2 10 Cinterleukin-10, 1L-10) . #ALAK K ¥
B (transforming growth factor-p, TGF-B) . BDNF Flfgi & K #:4E K KT Cinsulin-like growth factor,
IGF) Z5Pi & KT RIS Y KT, RIEUE RSB Th6E, MITZEM MDD REARMS4, gk
CA AR, M2 U/ 55 40 i ok 22 s =X st K i e 1 45 1490, JH v 5 00 23 010 R % 19 A D
BN RE; (RS Ak 2R K 16T, B b 25 R AR ) JhT B G e R AN T 4ERE BBB SEaE
S K 5 A W A T8 1L-10 2 — AR B R T, BRE I N NF-xB ORI R & B A EE-3
(caspase3d) 155 & BUGHE A RN W ME R, EINW RIS 311 > 15 1 76 B 9 R AR B 1Y o
IL-10 FIAHHE AL, ANREBIHAT AL E . M2 AU, RFERMEFEAT 5 a
RAETKTFEEYIFIG . B M2 B /)N i 57 48 RS T80 A1 WA 44 A B sl /N A% B A% 12 -124-3p - ( microRNA-124-
3p, miR-124-3p) £ IHE K HE A (mammalian target of rapamycin, mTOR) K H: T i #E & i g
1b EAZ A B IR L 4R TR F 4E 455 25 A 1 (eukaryotic translation initiation factor 4e-binding protein 1,
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AE-BP1) FN% B2 AL #% # /&K S6 % ¥ P70 (phosphorylated ribosomal protein S6 kinase, 70kDa, p-
p70S6K) L[ IE, MMHIH mTOR @¥, JEMAEJAERT, thah, miR-124-3p & 2@ i i 5
Krippel ¥EEF 4 (krippel-like factor 4, KLF4) /40 /0 #H & A K8 % BB FE 5 (cyclin-dependent
kinase-Like 5, CDKL5) {55 i@, W AMMEKAE, SCEMAREAT A, BDNF BN RMHE R
Su Ty Re AN 25 R v BV (R OGBS IR, R TR R 5T A0 LA DA D o K ik 487 TR IR 1 3 ORI, (R AT
R, M2 BN i 5T 240 B A 4 B TS 4 BDNF 380 Fe 3 1 (1) JE ULk 85 A 2 4R B B (tropomyosin
receptor kinase B, TrkB) =z & K A JIg e we A% B8 A% HF 8 ) Lo/ 45 &8 F (cyclic amp response element-
binding protein, CREB) %1k, #MHI#H& %k, RN, BDNF i E(2 I D sk 4 i) & £, CREB
BE G VAT NF-xB, 5% M2 B0/ A0 MR That, IR e iR REAT 5 B as B, 5 i) i
ARy SAEH . #EERSH YL AT LA i BDNF. TrkB fI& &, {28t M2 RN R g0 o ft, &%
PLIAT i R 0 DA S0 T R )4 T B2

4 BERBRAR-/MNKBREAREES MDD X &

BRI S /N MME N CNS i F R4, /£ MDD KAETREEZ/EH. W
HIFAEMOIAE A, R ESH EAEH RS SRR . TR B, RS A S 0 R T 4 2
[EAEAE) 2 WS 5 28U, 8T 22 Pom g L [R5 0 42 SORE A R ik Th e, AT 520 MDD )5 3K & .
4.1 BRI -/ BT 40 B B 4 Nim 48 42 SR fi

BTV 5 4 55 /08 Jie 5 4 e e o 3k [F) 2 5 R MR R G T AR E . IR B JE RN, MDD R IfL
W kMA 24> 1 (complement component 1, C1) . Clg. #MA4l4r 3 (complement component 3,
C3) FI4MAZH 7> 3a (complement component 3a, C3a) & & &F T, Ui 7 #ME 2 4 5 048R Jp BE
HERE T REAFAEBE RO, /N RUGESE 7 RIERSVEST LPS, /NRAAW I Clg EAERIE LR /N ke 40 i
] M1 3R Al ML BN R4 A, L 30 7™ B (10 /)N Jid S5 200 o Rk e W AN R ok 25, U BN IR A i
Clq #MAEE AR S g eE, B S SOE R R Al E R, 16/ RANECFEAT v rh ke SRR A L,
BRI AFE C3, /N4 EAFE LI Be#b & C3a 324k (complement c3a receptor,
C3aR) , M KMk FIAN A g, Ziikferh Clg 5EIRAE C3 Wim oS, 5 /8K 5 41 i I8 2 1
BIXF 2R G, AR/ BTN ML WA, S RE Rl [FEF, C3a 5 C3aR 45 & hnkl
FiZ 5 40 P S A S s BT, BRI AN L Clg itk 77 sUE B i, S B L R i de, 5l ek
I SAREE,

4.2 BRI B4 AR B 5 i 22 8 i

P28 98 ORE B I\ R R AR 22 10 40 5 I Rl R L ) DK R G BT R R g BRORE Calzheimer's
disease, AD) . HiJii. W4 A% (parkinson's disease, PD) . o7 Xl. HILZE4E M2 604k A0 £ o P g Ak 2%
Y5 1 28 g RE AT 2158600 A T o 4T PR - /0N e R 44N B A LR RS T A 8 98 ORE T ELAR T LA R HLA
(1) NF-xBfE5i#; (2) C-X-C Bzt F ALk 4 T4+ (c-x-c motif chemokine ligand 4,
CXCL4) -HFRMMATAE T-1a (stromal cell-derived factor-la, SDF-lo) 54 %: (3) Ki4ifi-E
Wik 20 A Ve RIBOOE R 1~ (4) o1 FERT R4 N 324k (sigma-1 receptor, SigmaR1) -7FWIEEES 1o
(inositol-requiring enzyme la, IREla) -X E&5&H E 1 (x-box binding protein 1, - XBP1) 15 514 F;
(5) RIEHT1EF.

/NI J5R 440 % 1k 1 L A B2 2B KR T (vascular endothelial growth factor, VEGF) -B i@ it i %5 fms
FERR BRI -1 (soluble fms-like tyrosine kinase-1, sFlt-1) 15 54% 5, {23t B K HR 41 i) NF-xB #%
GifL, EIRHE JOE . TAKAKI ZEONE VR A RE 7R B AR I, AP 28 98 i /N B o 4 i v 2 disfk, 3L
BN L-AERFHERRTARSEAR - REARLISAEII6e N, DRI TNF-a
I A AT A R T (stromal-derived factor-1, SDFla) -3 5 40 Mo A7 2E Kl 7 %2 4& (cxc chemokine
receptor 4, CXCR4) {55 @ FH ALK AAMf Ca¥* /K- KA RIRBE S 2, (it ph &0
A PEREE
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AL BY B 5T A B O TN PR A BRI IL-1B TNF-a, 1702 TR 5T 20 ML A S R FR4 5
SiE DL K R I R N A % EF =R Cadenosine triphosphate, ATP) il C-C # Rtk K FHcfE 2 (c-c
motif chemokine ligand 2, CCL2) H52ma MR 40 M IS IR JE Bl 23 K frmeae /12, B
O 24H L 52 W 1 22 98 i I RSB U T D R T A B I B SRORAS i FE AR 1L-100 BRI /N i S5 40 M AR
FENRIE, RSEPLARIERREE, Ff, BHFFEN, BRI MRS H miR-138 148 it 3 i
Wi Toll #5247 155 @G /N TR ANML, BOINR 26 PR, InJal# e 2 RE 84 B R e I 440 i
W SigmaR1. WM E4IMZAE S EE 1 8 XBP1 %%, i SigmaR1-IREla-XBP1 {55/ S, M
FEAR T /DN B J5R 2 B AR 28 JRE [T () 22 0R 1851, DA B mF e B 26 B, A S o 400 0 AR /) g 5 40 0 3 e 4 LA
F, RS a2 208, a3 17 52 0 A0 E T A2 o
4.3 BB -/ B4 R B4 R i IR 04 B {E S 18 B

MR RE A 5 108 I o A T2 T ot 4 PR 5 /D I o 4 A AR FH IR Q8 31757, 78 MDD IR A S R B Kk
HERIZAEHE, HAl, 5 MDD XBt & % V) ER G5 5 B 3 2o ATP-P2X7 32 1K (p2x
purinoceptor 7, P2X7R) &z ATP-A2A *Z4& (adenosine a2a receptor, A2AR) . W5 KK, A2AR
Hi7F 5 P2XTR $E 57 R B PramaR s BT, ATP 15 A B2 7 57 41 A 1 2 F A1 RE HEFE AT 0 75 10 B I
PRE T, B Mk B AR Mt Ty 20t TR R AR ORI, B S /N I R A B R AR O R, S5
Mo AR FEEEER, AT ZE MDD FE i 5 vp o 42 1 715 18 i 1681,

P2XT7R 2Rk T BILIR P40 5 /R BT A ML 2R TH 1 P2X AR WA 2 —. H40ffish ATP K- 5%
FriE iy, A EOE /N R A AR T ) P2XTR,  AE REECIRAS R 55 /0N 5T 248 M A A I 02 a3 8 3 IR R I8
[FE, BIERAMMS /NERAMRT P2XTR MBS SBIAHN Cafads, HEEN ST KM,
HETTHOE NLRP3 JAE/AMA, (A 1L-1B 25 45 R, s m il MDD )75 31 F2 109700,
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