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DNA methylation and m®A RNA modification: synergistic regulatory roles and
underlying mechanisms in insomnia

ZHOU Yanli, CHEN Yao, LIU Jingxia, GAO Xiyan, GUO Yajing™*

(Henan University of Chinese Medicine, the Third Affiliated Hospital to Henan University of Chinese Medicine, Zhengzhou 450000, China)
Abstract  Insomnia is a sleep disorder with a high global incidence; its pathogenesis is complex, involving the interaction of
genetic predisposition, environmental stress, and psychophysiological factors. Epigenetics is a molecular mechanism that
affects gene expression through environmental interaction. DNA methylation and N¢-methyladenosine (m8A) modification are
epigenetic mechanisms triggered by environmental stress and other factors, resulting in lasting changes in gene expression;
they are a molecular bridge connecting external triggers and intrinsic susceptibility to insomnia. This article aims to
systematically consolidate the existing evidence on the association between DNA methylation and m®A modification and
insomnia, explore the core mechanism of insomnia affecting the regulation of circadian rhythm and the expression of
neurologically related genes, confirm specific epigenetic profile changes in patients with insomnia, and propose future
research directions to promote the discovery of biomarkers and the translation of epigenetic therapies through multi-omics
integration and longitudinal research.
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RVERTT 3 18] 1) B [ 1 42 0 2% B LB 2 3 X

1 5kHRAY DNA BENLHLH

1.1 DNA FEEISER

DNA H A6 76 % SR 3 b R 45 s /E 8, iZ B M i A i & /£ DNA H L B E (DNA
methyltransferases, DNMTs) HIMEAL/EF R, K S-IREF B i U BR 42 4t A0 B 358 258 [ SR 018 1 0 42 ) Pt
WES 5 MR T b, R 5-F AR mEne 4, X — et AR B B R O e, R R AR SE A
JAENTFIX M) CpG &yo M XUk A m AL, il FIER L S E a R gk gt 5 B4, ik
FEER YRR, A AR 25 U 5 T T804 s 00 J5 A S S 35 DR 2 SR Bt 2 D) A DG [ 281,

HAAERE M, DNA FIRAEE R T DNMTL /S “4E R P IRAL 7 Bl seoh fa e s, A
WAL+ — G0 R A F RN T AN L RS R SIS A W, TR R — A A 1 3R B A
B, 255 KEE . It R kA S A il f2 11,

1.2 55%EREXA DNA BELFEEIS

RAR IR R M B AL R AL, JEI 2 DNA FSEAR R 0AR, I SE SR M 7 SR AR R I AL v 4
EEEMO, WEMTER T MR e XA .

TE R AR A 25 o m] DL %52 1) 4 ik R 28 S ] o 7 a7 0 5 K PR A I 5, 7 2 A () XA B &3 ) 1) X dk
T g s 181 T e B ARG B SE AL A AT RE R IR SR DR AL R e i, R e SR R R IR A s PR AR T B
M. WFFCRIL, RHGEE K DNA F R bk 0 B 45 19, X8 AR R L N AL P iR S 5
FMBAL B B UM DG, 8 R R A ) A2 4 52 22 R v R 4 G B4R 12028,

L5 4 B IR 20 96 ] PR R SR A TR et b, BEERIR 8 S TR A5 TR R s JE DR A IX 8 ) R il S R AR B S
P, RO R AR AS o X PR AR R A R, R R T R IR AR UL B A SR A 1 A O
fIE o X LA L AT R I P OGRSl g, P S HRIRM R A KR, BN IR BURE T8 7E AL
.

121 4YHERRELSERTEZE

R R A2 BRI A AR, A SRS A ML 7R R S PR S R IR R A U TH R R
AR, AEABM . RGN R EERERSS BT N2 A ARRER RN, #hs5E
AR, A0, ARUHIE B AL BT A K S BE AR I P A th T R JE E AE AL H R  JE [R R A
SEEW B R G T RE AR 2428,

DNA  H A0 AE i 0o A2 W B 6 (R 3R B G B PR A ML, 78 R IR BB AP il A7 e i k. %0
A eh R E E A B R IZ sh il B 3K & B Ccircadian locomotor output cycles kaput ,
CLOCK) . WAL &2 iz ic 5 I FE & A -1 (brain and muscle ARNT-like 1, BMALL) . J&
WIE A (period, PER) . FafEft & & (cryptochrome, CRY) %5, bl 3 R B #5 o5 - B0 3 S 130
e, [ o R Y A e 126300,

CLOCK 5 BMALL JE i+ — k454 Ephrussi & (Ephrussi box, E-box) Jiff)dzh PER I CRY
e B, iR AR B E A NG A%, Sidl e RS AE), Xz s s T X
ARSI E PR, iR, BMALL H AL SEEIR AR AR ZOmEFE X R . PERL
52 A MR A IS, — A fd AR R (n=81) &R, BhFIXEFE CpG Ar A Bk
A EHEH mRNA Rik, 1 mRNA ik KT 5 R I ) K 3 bk iR s iR IR I K 2 IE A 26, SRR
TR 2 A B, PER2 M IX FH BE 4k mT g o L #E S d R A R e MBS, I 2 5 B R R
TR R AR, T PER3 A 1 X FF 35 Ak ) 50 5k e A A 1L A8 1 A0 Bl R Jo B2 AT SR B39, — 0t sxf oy [ 4R 4%
NBIRTHEPEN BT L (n=1179) ALIESL T BEAR G & 5 HAR . A5 R K 770 R 2 18047 76 2 35 18 0 1) i
MK Z, HEIL PER3 EEHNE T XK DNA HFEMW/AKFRIEREIER, X H &R &5 ;-4
Je WIAMAR S HE FE RN R JRER (SR Ik B A B 25 1 BT VA T 7 A2, A LA AR S0 e AL S ) DNA H



JHENRSE  DNA HIEAL 5 m® A R4 I IR A s 17 4 2 4 T 55 Lo 3

FAACF IS VIS, S A AR B A B s 4T RS il 1k 5 e 1k (38871,

TR AL LA S 2 SRR Y P AR AN B AR . IR AE 0L N
31%~55%, AR 3 A5 1) & A2 T RE B E DR -BA8E 51 28], i) DNA HREAL T RE7E X — B 5t L RIEE
SRS o R AE AL R 30 A% 22 A MR MR U 5 b BT A0S EAE T, 2% A8 A 0 i 2 ]
R . PER2 JER1 rs934945 2 &M B H T #im S 5iX— ik #2068, 1 PER3 M Z &
P i 88 o 1A A R A U v B R - R AR SOR R FEAE Y, X — i R TTBES R CpG Ay A
FAIRE T FME ARG, SLRIEEAR AR . 5 5 U 1 R AR R 25 5 10 A R B 7 2R i 40420, i s
EFE #4571 28 V38 ML i) 32 [R] 22 25 1k 5 M IR 28 70 ) S B AR 22

BE— B AN, AVEREIR RS EERE OB B R ki, $30 CLOCK fl BMAL1
FIE T, W PERL Ri& AR, XFhRIE KL S & W HEEARSE PR B — 8 A “ BB AEAB R
I U 3 TR R A SR R M BRI T A7 M BR AR SR A TR RN

A% 0 A 4 2 DR R A S5 o B T 0 B G P 7 19 4 1) SR B R LA AL, O R o P A
PSS, T DO v S it B B - 3 R A AN RI B B ZE Wb 2 5 10 3R WL A% ML i) 2 AL A3 7 40 5
I IEARAL LR, 20X ol S L ) R R S IR R, S SR IR R e e, RARILN
O\ B PRI BRI 4 355 P 19 SR . B 2 B 595 € CpG A s AL AS AR, yER M R HR A A
TR FARAE T RN -FMEAL T S
122 TEM-EE-5ERHERPENSRHEREK

- B (HPAD Rl FF BB 2 N S I 5 I ) 5 R HIR 2 (R R M st A2 L), I
FE LA 7 1) 22 52 B 6 F SRR L 8 B AR R TR S2 0, BT IR HPA Sl 1 0 A 1431,

18R IR T, HPA S5SN8 3 7 X AT 66 H B F 2R AOR TS, 2R A & 0 5 6 IR 4 S 3%
P, S HPA FL EEGIK. 0 HPA U EERE B 5 R ™ B FE VIR 0%, IR RHF FIESE, RHR™ &
Fe B 5 = ) 7 R K B B2 E A5 (r=0.37, P=0.03) , JCHRSINGIEBMENS KRG/, 33
RV 7 o B /P S T v 144460, ol R O R SRR A, (R R AR i s AT A8, Rl R A Dl e K
&, BEW R LR L PELOS), T RN T IR R IR S5 A, 5 R lohn EE G RIS, 35k o ek AR £ 4 1)
T I A 2 00 el R D00 2 300 D % P R MR ) 9l 20>, T 08 58 R G B 48] S5 9 57 J (r=-0.37, P=0.04) 'k
RN (r=-0.36, P=0.04) ¥ &8 FEFHML, MAERLEIE JPRE T, B R 5 2R 5L P (1 H 5k
R AR, RELANE AV eI R FIETE, NN SEAALER . RGPS s P, BRI
PR E (R I ] A 4 2 5 4 152

AR S B8 B T P B0 HPA it 2ot B3 i S i 081, LA Byl m] LA Sy — P R i A% I
71, ARAE HPA A DG R HET H AL B 1. X — 3 B2 F 3L 7 0 ik — DR T A B 45K 71 5 7 i
BE/KSF, PHASHEENR S 305 48R, T BB IR, EIRR R RN AR, B5%EIE S HPA il
BOS LR C R, B, JRHR™ B RE A S B R EEA ¢, SRR (r=0.44, P<0.01) A%k
FEEE% (r=0.39, P=0.02) & 53 FHEMS],

B Jyoxil it DNA FJEL S5 U L], 5 HPA A 6 BN R R R AEH . IR
B, 3T A 2 0 30 D AR AN AN 2 B ) i A I T A 5 5 A 4SS, KB e R B I K T IE AT A S B0RT A
H- o S P 5 i X R 2 5 2 AN AR AR ik 58571 i s py 36 WLt AL ML) S U M 2 S M e B 22, R & )
NS S G AT ThAE, it — b T PR AR 5 1 4% ) 4 581

181 i8S 51 & HPA Rl OCBESE R b oA, MZ It FE S 5 RIRM R E KR, HNEE
JE 73 5% B B B A5 1 B SRR P SR AL AR o 18 T 5 B AR P A T B A — o A R A 28 W3 AR AL
W, AR S TS S P BRI T A A K B Ak T A B ) e IR A, AN B e T v ) R R
[N I HIE S eI iV N WD S F AL R 2SN o B YV A s S = 2 S 1 A5, LS R B N
123 HERERMEERRENSER

S AR (7 B AR B ML P B 2R LI R R G e IR 2 M M B AR, Hdb, DNA HEAk
TE SRR 20 AU b T B r B . TR 1% #R 2278 3% L Cbrain-derived neurotrophic factor ,
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BDNF) . 5-# f& % (5-hydroxytryptamine, 5-HT) 5 v -& £ T % ( gamma-aminobutyric acid,
GABA) JL[RIH4) jl 1 1 2 1 4% 23 52 51| DNA H Ak 1 4B,

TERMIEAEZTH, BDNF HEFRFRIEZ B HEZFIX CpG & F ALK IR 1% . 18 M KRR EL
HEAR R BOIRAS R, BDNF AN 2 R R IA 2, S HUME BDNF RikKFREAL, BRTAAEMB, 7
— IGUEE N Lo MR 6 47 1 AR B R T TRTBAF 98 R R, A8 1 SR IR A BRI K. <6 h B ABFILJE BDNF & &
3 PRG0N, Gk 3% W RE AR AN 2 B8 1k G HR T LA BVE R ) R B B, 512 BDNF [N E 3h 1 X
CpG & H ALK FF &, MR E 54 BDNF 2 HRKIAE T, M5 E 5 S50 X 1 58 fihny 28
.ri[Gl,GZ]o

5-HT £ 4038 i A 7] 52 44 37 74 3 45 Bl AR - o ) 9 083) . B-HTIA 2RSS (e MUK S BE, Mo 5-
HTA 24K B T 4 e B s AR 2h BEAR 5465) 1% RGE ) Th e Fe e KA 8 i [R) B 5-HT 3% & 100 K 25 1
P, Hrh 5-32 54 (5-hydroxytryptamine transporter, SERT) 7Eix — i F bk # 55 224 1661,
Zmid SERT MZE[R SLC6A4, JLJHZNT X1 DNA H &b 2 i # SERT FKik M CMLHI0T, M Ez)T
X 2 ARSI, 28] SERT MIRIA, MHLEL 5-HT IEHFEk, SEEN RS
7, T PR AR - o BE & I I 155 K IR

GABA Gt A Jy b WX 3= L 00 00 i o A 2 6 BT AR e, A B AR - 0w B O b B A AT B AR B AE
F686%1, GABA F il itk BRI 4 28 0 D6 B P 4k FR A 2 5 s P 07, L oh B valB Bl A A R R R 3 B
Jo ik A Az O WL 2 8L, FEARHR R FE R, HIA R GABA KFRELS T EEIRIKS) /1 T
2, AR ) A B 2 S EORM GABA /KB E K. — IR 166 444 =5 W0 R AR #4834 1
LR e 1 B AT, R M G 2L E A 0 R BT 0 A R ) GABA KA I AL (t=-2.21,
P=0.03) 3, Winkelman 2141 sk — 15 ) F 5 7 R L I o 186 7 1D AF gk — 20 LU R R MR IR BB 5 5
1B W HEARE 42 GABA 7K, 16 44 K ik 24 1 JiE & P O IR BB L A T~ 3% GABA /KPR 16 44 1B
XA FEARIE 30%, H GABA /K- 5 % 5 B AR &1 I 15 ) B AR J5 5 988 I 1) 52 32 2% DA 58 (r=-0.71,
P=0.0024) . iX%& 5k IR EE AN 2% 2 TR S5 1 R AR 48 0 A 2% BIRE X 00 1) P 49 28 08 03 R e 1) EL #2521 o
M HEFIR 25 74 2 T 43 AT, GABA BE#H & JL U T 5 S AR PR R B R, FE4 | Yok IR B BERR, #7225
ZILIREW IS, B SRS EEUS T, S T AL R O S — 5 R I, GABAA 244 B 5
Al A 7K1 Ty e i W i 3 sk 5 3Rk, @R S BUM & 0 ThRe T BE,  E LS 3 A0 4E K
R4, GXFl DNA HEAL B vl #8081 77 RS E IR 5 R R iF R, BT K GABAA 321k
TE S s b 1 73 A1 B el A8 FO FEAH i, ) 5 40 o 1 R ok J PRLVAL, DT L PR A e RIS 5 2 15 4 46 e R
TR M gk 7108, X — R IRAE YL H R T DNA B IEALAE GABA R 5t 2 1 e AH 5% HE AR 55 A5 HF 1)
KR yAEA

BDNF. 5-HT [ GABA ZH i JCHE R DR i) e 1 v FH AL, R R BOR BROIR S TR A il A 48 ) 25 B
PERN PR R B AL I, REVEHISSM AT E R ). PUELDCEE B . TR T I BRI R BT A A ) vk
J75 M AS R i DL BOIR ZS U1 4 R EEARIR S . X 3 NRA MR EE LS 258 B A FE H, BDNF
HIk /b 2113 GABA ReH EI M A T AiE 5 DIEe, 1M 5-HT KA HRELN S tEds, @i HPA
R E S R B, SECEZ AR RO . B, XA E R RA R RIRIGTT, SEEMNR—%
PAER R, B a4 L B Ui I R SR UL A% B A RS v T A A
124 REEFRBEPEUEREREBERE

M IR 5 15 5 4 B e 88 SIE TR BT R AFAE S U1 OC TR . AE — TR Wy i AF 9 v B, A8 T IR e 15 1) 2
HHS G R RIEREUE S ST CEREERS E U82, IR S SRS E RN 7/ C RMEAK
e, HiXx—id R fEpEE DNA ARSI SR8, Hooh 51 DNA HEMIRESM C RMEH
(C-reactive protein, CRP) K [:7F5+ (DNA methylation-based score for CRP, MRS-CRP) #f Lt T3
CRP F REAS S [ A8 M 48 RE /K T 71, % WA R 4l B I 4 ORISR BE IR F-a « AYIRNR-18 . A
A 2R-6 %5,

I AR [ A5 2208 % HPA Bl RR 2L B0E, S BO0E B BB 5 LR M iK1 5, 15 K S d% 40 i o 30



JHENRSE  DNA HIEAL 5 m® A R4 I IR A s 17 4 2 4 T 55 Lo 5

Bl Bz BRCR AR IT . HPA BhE 2 DNA FF AL B 7 il 3 11 i Ao i 58 2 DR 3 3l 7 DX A IR T 3
o WFTERHL MRS-CRP L5 [ % {1 Bk R PP U2 458 7™ LR 5 52 I A OG5 SR MR % < e I B 1) 22 =5 A
SRIBTL, 3 I PR R PR 25 2 ) 55 0 4 AE 308 K 1) A FE R LA 4, S BUR R IR 7 KRR IA 1891,

G SV AR JORE PR 7 T DSOS K o PR /I J B A T, /0 5 240 B ) ROBE Je 2 %2 21 DNA i %
55 2R 008 A% WL A I 5 AE — TRUER X PR PR W AL X RO ST/ T NBERE S, CpG AL A
919693031 (TXNIP ) MK H =L 5 b . i i 6 S5 AR 3 o R 5 AH O¢, IR B L3 5% TXNIP
RIE AL JAE AL I A VR AR N R SR AT T 20 LA Ty SRR SR UM R R SE TR - @
FA A 3K-6 SR A AT, Bk — R 5 AE e S B2 i A 48 R AN 2 AR BER S5 4 L 4
PO AR SN MEAR, 30T BEA AL IS . R T SR A S B Th AR 99940,

HI R B AL WL 2 5 P2 /N BT 20 A S (R e 22 SO0, M R T M R 45 1) 25 L 5 2 RE R Ok 1) 29
BUILRY . X AT G R G I SO0 ) M5 R IR AR L R T IEAR A R, IR SRAA Y R IROIR 2
) P 2 S e DI RE RO XU AE I OG 2R, E— 3D R DNA Y Bk 45 3 00 108 A% L A 76 B - 66928 5 FL I 428 o 10
R (199,

FORE LR FAIG FHBE AL IR, A SR IR — b 22 2 42 1)) B 3% 6L 7 28 6 DA — ol 28 0 PR A1 88 RE 9%
T o X R AL J2 T A SORE TR IR, S MR B 4G 500 IS0« W PR FDHIAE 55 22 o 45 O
RIRAIRZ O o SRIRASCIE 1 e 28 N 73 WA S AR 1) B R a0k S RE , B L el e SR W88 A% VL A At o o] 2 2K
S DN A s, TR P SORE IR BT o U /RS 40 M (0 R AR LR, e i e R I T B ARGE,
LA T B MR 719 A G PO A 2 [ B 15 5% ik T 2 9%

1.3 AEEEERRECERRPPERILRS NEXBKS

RERHI R AR K 2 A EF R G DR R, T DNA HEEAME SRR R M B HLE], AEA R
SR DA U 47 b R L BE RS ME SO A M AR (R D o @ ARG HEBAE I A . HPA Hh
FHIRFE LA L 20385 ot 2% 9 ik T DL b S 88 OB AH 5 35k PRI SR IR o 0 R A8 0, T DA B 35 b 3t 48 7 R
AL RN R G .

K1 R LI (9 DNA FF LS E L

Table 1 DNA methylation characteristics and mechanisms of insomnia-related genes

e eS| L BILE- 7N SiE- R =E T ZR L] X RIS D 5
Gene category Typical genes Methylation patterns Primary regulatory mechanism Impact on sleep
asEAE I, By O PO TXCPCI BRI e R
CLOCK. ok FOMFESTIR RS B AL 1 AR 4 1 AL
A hE CpG island methylation in

BMALL Dynamic
PER. CRY hyper/hypomethylation with
rhythmic patterns

Circadian rhythm disruption,
delayed sleep phase, and
fragmentation of sleep architecture

Circadian clock genes promoter/exon regions affects
transcriptional activity and
protein stability
IKH AL SR %, S 3HPA

i

HPAHAH R EE NR3C1, b Hypomethylation enhances Stress-induced insomnia. slee
HPA axis genes CRH Promoter hypomethylation transcription, leading to HPA maintenance difficul an’ 4 ear}lo
under chronic stress axis hyperactivation and cortisol W, y

rhythm dysregulation morning awakening

I FRIL, PSR
£ S-HTHHEIELGABAREH R TS . BEIRIX SR

WARRALERE  BDNF. i e B
Neurotransmitter SLC6A4. {71 1 24k Hypermethylation Inhibits gene expression . C N
. . N Cortical hyperarousal, reduced sleep
system genes GABA reducing synaptic plasticity, 5- drive, and difficulty initiating slee;
HT reuptake, or GABAergic ? Y g sieep
inhibition
- N - RERR B INE], R 5 . N N
st Osray W0 ORI TORER s, e v,
G JAEAR KB K] T S . NI BRI AR B B A Rt >
TNF, IL. . Relieves epigenetic repression, . P
Immune- Global hypomethylation . S Neuroimmune activation, decreased
. CRP . . promoting the transcription and :
inflammatory genes (especially in promoter . sleep depth, and reduced non-rapid
. release of pro-inflammatory
regions) eye movement sleep

cytokines

XL DR B N RE A S, HD IR R A RO HIR (9 B 4 R A, R AEIAEE I ) 5 AR 2L 2 (R L B
BBHER. MNPELEERE, NEZEHEEREI TS5, AWehE R PER. BMALL £
EUEABWENFREANS), B3P E PN FRERICREEERRBBRTENEENLS




6 o B R AR S

MR - 5E M8 A I R D . ML 2R, HPA AR SGSE IR 18 1R 5 0 F 2 R DU Fr 8k iR P 24k, f
HPA il B0 5 B B B 1 A 2L, T Ry B e SR MR 1) i LA o o 22 3 ot 2 90 2k TR DU £ 2k
MRS N 2B vy I AOIRES RIS BIHN I, BE I T R 5 i ] 28k B R A Th g, B0 e
P 207 15 4 158 DR X o T 2 A A 5% 56 R PRI F 6 A0 RE 0 8t KR e s, (b e 2 S i, ik — B 1
PMENRGE ) o XL ZE 57 Sek T A FAEB RS RIR P A FE, it R A% 1 % B ThRe s 5
HRAE o

JUE SRR ) WS A 22 57, (B A R B AR F A . 00, X A8 IR 3 v
UK, Hpn R MRS BRI SV IUEL S, RIH R WBEAL MR . EEEERZ, X
Lo A EARAE B T, (AR RN R IRIE FE vh T e B R A, AT TR B S A R . I
IRBE TR A, F R K b SR R ™ S AR R L R AR R & PP 43 S H 1) 1)y e B i 2 35 A R 17 81,

FAh, REIERIFAEMILAE, i2iEid DNA F R sorE B (I 2% R g0, B R E 4% -
MRLE- - WM. EIZRGT, HPA il S50 il K P AL (e 8k 2O E R P RIE, ROED T
BB R 2 R G G A ThRE, U RUE ARG . [FIY, 2208 5t 2R G0 i 40 ) D) BE N P EL %
PUALMENR - SERE R, JF AN H A B Tl . M2 RS, ZRAMZEAEM, HRIKR—H
JRENE T REHEN B IRAE R B IEIE RS, R 1R A AR 4 . A0S R 55 2 T T ) RE B AS ) %
OJR . RN EIX —BE ML, AR RIRE DB AL L B R G IAR, )5 22l it
FC 5 i PR T T AT 1) B i 5 7 1

2 KERAI m® A fEIHALE

21 m°® AEIMHEISEM

N® - F 3L R IS4 1 N A AE M5 1 RNA A W IR 28 2 —, B sh & T 1A
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