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Management process of laboratory animals in Japan

WANG Yangyang, LIU Jiangning *
(Tnstitute of Laboratory Animal Sciences, Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences, Beijing 100021, China)

[ Abstract] This study investigated the background of the modernization movement of Japanese laboratory animals in
terms of time, examines the establishment of the main laws, regulations and guidelines of Japanese laboratory animals, and
introduces the administrative framework and education and training system of Japanese laboratory animals. Throughout the
developmental history of laboratory animal management in Japan, we can see: (1) Modernization movement of laboratory
animals in Japan started in an early stage. (2) Through continuous improvement and revision, Japan finally formed a set of
rigorous and standardized laws and regulations for laboratory animal feeding and animal experimental management. (3) In
the management of laboratory animals, the administrative agencies of the government have strong power and responsibility to
guide researchers actively. Various scientific research institutions and universities participate in industry management to
form a characteristic independent management model. (4) Other laboratory animal-related groups actively cooperate with
each other to formulate a series of industry guidance and standards. The Japanese Laboratory Animal Society and other
groups actively carry out education and training of laboratory animal practitioners. To examine the history of laboratory
animal management in Japan and analyze the laws, regulations, and management system to provide a reference for
legislation of laboratory animals and improve the management system of experimental animals in China. Drawing lessons
from the experience of Japan and other developed countries can promote the management of laboratory animals in China.
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Table 1 Major laws, standards and guidelines related to laboratory animal management and animal experiment

management in Japan

SLE B B

Laboratory animal management

B

Animal experiment management

1973 4F . S g S AE BRAH S A

1973 Laws related to animal protection and management

1980 45 . SIS M A 15 J7 DR A AR G e (VBT )
1980: Relevant standards for raising and keeping experimental animals

(prime minister’ s office)

1999 4. i 47 B A FRAH G 1A

1999 Laws on animal care and management

2000 4F . ¥ 2 B B (TR B IR RS 32 4 A BE AR
2000: Animal Care Management Law ( the prime minister’ s office
transferred the management authority to the Ministry of environment )

2005 4F : S E A PRI BOE S

2005: Amendment to the animal care management law

2006 4F ; B 2 9 E FREUR S 187 (BRBEAE)
2006 Comprehensive guidelines for animal care management policies

( Ministry of environment)

2006 41 . S50 24 1 ) 3545 B ORI 1 A DG BRI (RIS
2006 : Management of laboratory animals and related standards for pain
relief ( Ministry of the environment )

2007 4F : S ALSEAN S AE TS (IR

2007 Guidance on animal execution ( Ministry of the environment)

1980 4F . S B0 i S ( B AREAR S
1980: Planning of animal experiment guide ( Japanese Academic

Conference )

1987 4F . K2k F oy s

1987 University on animal experiment

2004 4F ;A T L HERL 20 B4 S A I (B8

2004 : To promote social understanding of animal experiments ( proposal )

2006 4F - WFFTHLICEE T St B9 5 3 ) HE AR 5
2006 Basic guidelines for research institutions on the implementation of

animal experiments

20006 4 ; J524: 57 8 A8 AL LSS I T By 4y S 06 St ) AR 5 e (JR AL 5T
)

2006 Basic guidelines on the implementation of animal experiments by the
competent authorities of the Ministry of health, labor and welfare ( Ministry
of health, labor and welfare)

20006 4F  AHOK T 48 A R DL St 3 1) 5 6 A SE AR A i CRAMOK
)

2006 Basic guidelines for the implementation of animal experiments by the
competent authorities of the Ministry of agriculture, forestry and fisheries

(Ministry of agriculture, forestry and fisheries )

2006 4% . IEBA St 2 4 S50 A FE B ( H A2 AR S5180)
2006: Guidelines for the correct implementation of animal experiments
(Japanese Academic Conference)
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Figure 1 Laboratory animal management flow chart

PSR ATEALE E

Standardized management of animal experiments

WEMLRIN=RT
CCHPHEE . BT BE . BRHAKE)
Three provincial departments that supervise animal experiments
(Ministry of education, culture, sports, science and technology.
Ministry of health, labour and welfare.

Ministry of agriculture, forestry and fisheries.)
ﬂ R
Guidance and supervision
FYSEREIFTEL

Standardization of animal experiments

LRFHIHLA

Laboratory animal institution

B2 shiyscm s s
Figure 2 Flow chart of standardized management of

animal experiments



130 o ] P R 2 2k 2021 4F 12 F 4 31 %% 12 1 Chin J Comp Med, December 2021, Vol. 31, No. 12

R2 HASE SN BAELE

Table 2 Japan laboratory animal management framework

[EXEd

Law

Y EE L (FREA)

Animal care management law ( Ministry of environment)

FTBUhRiE

Administrative standards

[ EWNAL S e)
Guidelines developed by scientific researchers
B R
Inside the facility
EE YN

Experimenter
Skl
Experiment plan
HhEAS A
External inspection
N 2 IS ER YNNI )

Accreditation agency ( Experimental personnel, facilities)

Y IEANRE RS

Animal Experiment Related Committee
P LRI TN

Top person in charge of animal experiments

S ) ] S O A o
S
Standard for raising and keeping laboratory animals
Ministry of environment

B SLRFEA S R
SCEREE
RS
MK E
Basic guidelines for animal experiments
Ministry of education, culture, science and welfare

Ministry of agriculture, forestry and fisheries

HARZEAR 2 WS W) SR T
Japan Academic Conference Animal Experiment Guide

0 2R G TR R R B B I R A B AT

If you are raising and keeping special animals, you need to get permission

HE %
Education training
LRV AT E
Internal certification of experimental facilities

K e 25 RSN IE (AL USRI B2 1 )

External verification of inspection results ( Regular inspection by persons other than the agency)

7

None

L MHLIC A TRZE 2
Internal committee of experiment implementation agency

HLRZE R K

Chairman of the agency
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